ST BARNABAS’ EPISCOPAL CHURCH

MAY 3, 2020
ANNUAL MEETING

The Rev. David Beresford, Interim Rector

St. Barnabas’ Episcopal Church
2800 Duncan Road Wilmington, DE 19808
(302) 994-6607
Church Secretary: stbarnabas0ffice@comcast.net
Church Web Site: www.stbarnabasde.org
Facebook:https://www.facebook.com/stbarnabasdelaware

VESTRY
Sr. Warden George McDowell (2020) Jr. Warden Stephen Kingsberry (2020)
Craig Brosi (2020)
Andres De Cos (2020)
Joanne Figliola (2022)
Valerie Jackson (2022)
Alan Irwin (2021)
Bob Jefferson (2022)
Ed Rowles (2021)
David Walker (2020)
John Warrington (2022)
Marian Weir (2021)
Lydia York Vestry Clerk (2021)
Debbie McGonigal, Recording Secretary
PARISH STAFF
The Rev. David Beresford
Sister Cassandra Norsworthy
Dr. Michael Larkin
Beth Winward
Young Tyler

Interim Rector
Chaplain
Director of Music Ministry
Parish Administrator
Sexton

We are called by God to see Christ in all persons, grow in faith and live in joyful
fellowship with one another

TABLE OF CONTENTS
Warden's Report

1

Rector’s Report

2

Report from the Pastoral Assistant/Chaplain

4

Report from the Parish Administrator

5

Ministries and Committees:
Music Ministry

6

Other Liturgical Ministries
–
–
–

Children’s Choir
Eucharistic Ministers
Altar Guild
Acolytes

7
8
9
10

Pastoral Care

12

Stephen Ministry

14

Seeker’s Group

15

Early Risers Bible Study

16

Christian Education

17

Youth Group

19

Evangelism/Parish Life

20

Building and Grounds

21

Memorial Garden

22

Search Committee

23

Family Promise

24

Scouts BSA Troop 1923

25

Outreach

26

New Organ Update

27

Financial Report
Finance Report
Income & Expenses 2019
Balance Sheet
Activity in Accounts 2019
Endowment Fund
Capital Campaign

28
29
30
31
32
33

Appendices:
Baptisms, Confirmations, Weddings & Funerals
2019 Parochial Report Data

A
B

2019-2020 Ministry Directory

WARDEN’S REPORT
Welcome to the first digital Annual Meeting report of St. Barnabas’ Episcopal
Church which accompanies the first “virtual” parish meeting by Zoom. If, as I
wrote last year, it had been a year of change for St. Barnabas, this year has
become one of challenge. As we struggle to continue being “a joyful community
centered on a living relationship with God through Jesus Christ,” we have had to
adjust to how we approach our many ministries during these radically different
times of the COVID-19 pandemic. During remarks that I made at the kick-off of
the annual stewardship campaign, I summarized the progress that we had made
on the goals we had established at the start of our transition period. Little did I
realize that while we were moving through the transition with the work of the
Search Committee, enjoying the blessing of having Father David as our Interim
Rector and continuing our many ministries, including the Capital Campaign which
has seen the re-flooring of the sanctuary, installation of an upgraded sound
system and the ordering of a new organ, that a few months later we would have
to drastically alter how we go about doing God’s work at a time when it is so
sorely needed.
While it looks and even feels differently, life at St. Barnabas does continue.
Although we are all practicing “social distancing” and the other necessary
recommendations, the office is still open and Father is available to fulfill our
spiritual needs. “Virtual services” are being videotaped each week and shown
Sundays on YouTube. Pastoral letters and other communications such as the enews are being sent to the congregation via the internet. The Vestry continues to
oversee the temporal affairs of the church while
supporting its varied ministries. Many of these (including the Search, Buildings
and Grounds, Finance and Outreach committees) are conducting their business
through Zoom and other internet apps. The grounds are being well maintained
and show the blossom of Spring.
Hopefully we will soon be able to gather in fellowship and worship in the familiar
surrounds of our church. Please read through these individual
ministries’ reports and see how we are adapting to these challenging times.
George K. McDowell, Senior Warden

RECTOR’S REPORT

REPORT FROM YOUR PASTORAL ASSISTANT

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR
There is a lot involved in keeping St. Barnabas’ running smoothly. The Parish
Administrator provides administrative support not only to the Rector and staff, but
also assists the parishioners with coordinating church activities. This position
involves supervising the work of the Sexton as well as delegating tasks to office
volunteers, maintaining church records and letters, inputting and submitting
Parochial Report information to the Diocese, composing the Annual Report, and
creating weekly bulletins are all just a small portion of the job.
The Parish Administrator coordinates arrangements with families for funerals,
weddings, baptisms and with receptions if necessary. The Administrator aids the
Treasurer with vendor payments and helps the Assistant Treasurer and Counters
with plate offerings and the inputting of parishioner data into the Churchinfo
database. Other miscellaneous tasks include scheduling church maintenance with
outside vendors, maintaining the online church calendar, Youth Group calendar,
and updating information on the church website. The Parish Administrator also
assists Stepping Stones Daycare with any issues they may have.
Respectfully submitted,
Beth Winward
Parish Administrator

stbarnabas0ffice@comcast.net

MUSIC MINISTRY
I am honored to continue in your service as Director of Music Ministry. I would
like to offer my heartfelt thanks to the many persons who participated in any way
in our music ministry. Those who participate in church music ministry do it
because they love music, love praising God through music, love the fellowship of
a choir experience, and love the joy and responsibility of leading the congregation
in worship. I appreciate everyone’s time, talent, patience, and willingness to learn
and grow.
The music ministry continues to be a vital ministry and fellowship that leads
worship and provides music to enhance worship experiences. Although our
program year has been cut short because of the Coronavirus, all choirs at St
Barnabas’ beautifully sang over 40 anthems during the program year. We also
introduced quite a few new hymns and congregational songs. We enjoyed
instrumental music during worship services on the piano oboe, flute, harp, and
trumpet and enjoyed our Advent Lessons and Carols expanded ensemble of guest
musicians. The Arts at St. Barnabas was also cut so we sponsored 3 of 5
scheduled concerts. Youth choirs led by Sandy Witman sang anthems on first
Sundays and presented a lovely pageant on Christmas Eve.
In addition to playing the organ and/or piano, conducting our adult choirs, and
leading music during worship services, I also spend a considerable amount of
time musically and liturgically planning services that includes determining organ
compositions and hymns and choosing and finding anthems for the Renaissance
and Chancel Choirs relative to each Sunday’s scriptural themes. The largest
segment of time outside of rehearsals and worship services is spent finding or
composing music appropriate for liturgies and parish musicians. My time spent in
your service also includes times of study and prayer, practicing the organ and/or
piano, meeting with Fr. David, serving as a resource for all musicians and music
leaders within our parish, and managing the Arts at St. Barnabas.
Respectfully submitted,
Dr. Michael Larkin
Director of Music Ministry

CHILDREN'S CHOIR
St Barnabas’ Children’s Choir offers the opportunity to praise God, have fun, eat
snacks, wear cool robes, have dance parties, play instruments, oh, and sing, too!
Any children ages 3 and up are encouraged to join. We meet every Sunday after
the 10:00 a.m. service and rehearse until noon. First Sunday, Family Sunday, we
sing the Offertory Anthem. Absolutely all are welcome, no auditions. First and
foremost is to praise God and make a joyful noise!
We also present the Christmas Pageant, and (sometimes) an annual Musical in
May.
Children’s Choir is led by Sandy Witman and Cara Stanard.
Many thanks to our teen helpers!
Join us – and bring a friend! We’ve all got busy, busy schedules; anyone is
welcome at any time – as often or as little as your schedule allows. We make sure
you have words and recorded music to practice at home!
For more info, please contact Sandy Witman, slwitman@comcast.net,
302-668-6302.

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS
St. Barnabas’ Eucharistic Ministers (EMs) are licensed by Bishop Kevin Brown to
serve under the direction of Fr. David Beresford. We assist the Celebrant during
worship by:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Confirming the worship space is prepared for the service (candles lit,
presence of bread and wine, etc.).
Leading the Prayers of the People.
Receiving the Gifts of God.
Administering the chalice (the Blood of Christ) at the Holy Eucharist.
Extinguishing the altar candles at the conclusion of the service.
If a lector is not present, we read the lesson(s) and/or lead the Psalm
(when not sung).
If acolytes are not present, we perform their duties.
Assisting at other services and sacraments such as baptisms, funerals, etc.

Sixteen fellow parishioners are now serving in this ministry. Are you called to
serve in this ministry? If interested or if you would like additional information,
call Frederick (Bud) Cooling, (302) 239-9572, or send an e-mail to
budcath@verizon.net You may also contact the church office
stbarnabas0ffice@comcast.net, (302) 994-6607. A short period of training is
required and you may choose to serve at the services that fit your schedule.
Yours in Christ,
Frederick “Bud” Cooling

ALTAR GUILD
The Altar Guild has had 4 teams this year with 2 or 3 people on each team. Each
team is on duty for a week at a time. We continue to prepare the church for
weekly services as well as special services such as weddings or funerals. We have
not had any extraordinary expenditures this year.
We continue to seek new team members. Thankfully we have one new volunteer,
Mano Fernando. We were sad to say a final farewell to Barbara Frye who served
as a great help at our 5:30 p.m. services. Maria LaValle has graciously
volunteered as the point person for votive candles.
Being a member of an Altar Guild team will bring you closer to your new team
friends. Training is provided by our experienced team leaders or on an individual
basis. You will learn how and why the altar and credence tables are set up as they
are. Please consider joining us this year. You can contact any team member if you
wish more information.
ALTAR GUILD Member Roster

(*Team Leaders )

Leslie Walker*

Joan Yulduzian*

Joanne Figliola

Libby Green (new)
Mano Fernando (new)

Terry Sloman*

Ruth Bruner*

Amy Quillen

Mary Angerer
Sandy Brown **

Emeritus Members: Sue Martin, Barbara Rutter
5:30 Helpers: Dottie Johnson, Maria LaValle
During this next transition period, a new Altar Guild leader will be found.
Respectfully Submitted,
Ruth Bruner

ACOLYTES
When I can use some cheering up during these unusual days we are living
through, I need only think about my acolytes. I miss seeing them in church. I
miss the fun of working with them. But I, of course, just want them to be safe,
healthy, and happy. So I imagine them going about their lives in this new but,
thankfully, temporary way. They are all great, resourceful young people, so I
know that they are making the best of it. I have faith that we will all be back
together at St. Barnabas one day and so look forward to it. For now, I am happy
to reflect on our “acolyte year in review.”
Last summer of 2019, AJ and Emma Jefferson stepped up to become lead
acolytes and have been doing a wonderful job! They were trained in the sanctuary
but then had to serve down in the Great Hall for a good bit while the carpet and
flooring were being installed upstairs. They learned their new responsibilities
while we were roughing it and I thank them and all of the “leads” who served last
summer for being so adaptable.
Last autumn, we said goodbye to Grace Delaney as she headed off to
Susquehanna University. Grace did such a super job as a lead acolyte and we
have surely missed her. But we thank her so much for all of her years of
service at St. Barnabas and congratulate her on getting a job as a Student
Ambassador at Susquehanna!
Abby Jarrell took on the job of babysitter in our church nursery last autumn.
Congratulations again, Abby! She stepped away from the acolyte team to
dedicate her Sunday mornings to our littlest members but generously agreed to
still serve as an acolyte on holidays and fill in as a substitute if we got in a pinch.
Abby has saved the day for us a number of times since she made that offer and
always does an excellent job! Thanks a million, Abby, for helping out so much and
for all of your years of service to St. Barnabas!
We also learned last autumn that the Velarde family had moved to Baltimore over
the summer which meant that we lost Alfie and Marie as torchbearers. We were
so sorry to see them go. We wish we had had more time with them and thank
Alfie and Marie so much for their service!
Hannah and Daniel Steenkamer rolled off the team back during the winter due to
their busy schedules and we surely miss having them on the team, too. But we
thank them, also, for their years of really great service and wish them the very
best with all of their activities!
We now have a team of twelve amazing acolytes. I want to thank every one of
our acolytes, both present and past, for their dedication to this very
special ministry; for their conscientiousness; for their good cheer; and for
providing a presence so central to our worship experience. You are an

awesome group of young people and our church members and clergy truly rely on
you for the service you provide. Thank you!! And thank you to every acolyte
parent and family member who supports our acolytes in their work at St.
Barnabas.
We are always looking to recruit new acolytes and to give more young
people the opportunity to serve God in this fun and very meaningful way. It would
be great to have four new torchbearers join the team, especially as some of our
current torchbearers might be thinking about moving up to
become lead acolytes. If you have a child in your family or know of a child who
might like to join the team, just catch me in church (once we return there) or
email or call me any time! No pressure! If you just have questions or are curious,
I would be delighted to talk with any parent, family member, or child.
Along with our acolytes whom I have already thanked above, I want to also thank
Emilie, Kate, Delaney, Dylan, Tyler, Cameron, Jane, Natalie, Elizabeth, and Gracie.
You and your teammates carry the cross and light the way for all of us and we are
truly grateful!
At present, The Acolytes of St. Barnabas are:
Crucifers/Lead Acolytes
AJ Jefferson
Emma Jefferson
Emilie Vitalo
Kate Weir

With my love and gratitude to them all,
Lesley Sharp Haushalter
amazingacolytes@gmail.com
302-234-4171

Torchbearers
Delaney Bowersox
Dylan Everts
Tyler Everts
Cameron Francis
Jane Icasiano
Natalie Icasiano
Elizabeth Walsh
Grace Willerton

PASTORAL CARE
Scope & Purpose:
The purpose of the Pastoral Care Committee is to provide care for members of St.
Barnabas who find themselves in need of assistance of any kind. If the need is
beyond what we, personally, can do, or provide, then we do what we can to assist
in determining who or what organization would be able to provide the assistance
needed. We are a group bonded in love. We encourage all parishioners to carry
the love and light of Christ to everyone in need.
Focus:
There are several groups in St. Barnabas which fall within the scope of the
Pastoral Care Committee:
Eucharistic Visitors: Sr. Cassandra, Chair
We have five (5) active Eucharistic Visitors who go out to take Communion
to our home bound/shut-ins. We have nine (9) or more shut-ins, and we
go out once a month. Obviously, we could use more people. If you are
interested in being trained, and have had, or will take, Safe Church
Training, please speak with Leslie Walker, Lynda Harriss or Sister Cassandra.
Stephen Ministry: Lynda Harriss, Leslie Walker, Co-Chairs
Lynda Harriss has empowered Leslie Walker, our new Stephen Leader to
renew our spirits and to venture out to develop more interest and
knowledge regarding the Stephen Ministry. We are all excited about our
renewal and future. We have trained six new folks as Stephen Ministers
and the group is great. We are excited about this new group and especially
because we have more Stephen Ministers to help our parishioners in need.
Cards and Flowers: (for the sick, infirm, or those celebrating very special occasions):
Joan Yulduzian, Chair
We are so blessed to have Joan sending out flowers and cards to our
parishioners in need, hurting or hospitalized.
Prayer and Praise Chain: Leslie Walker, Chair
This ministry is in addition to the Sunday morning list read during the
Prayers of the People. If you are not receiving this list by email, please
contact Leslie to get your loved ones on the list, and to receive the list by
email.
Stitched with Love: (formerly Prayer Shawl) Laura Gracie, Chair
This ministry is wonderful! Laura and her stitching ladies meet once
month to do their stitching together of all the baby blankets and the
prayer shawls. When a parishioner is in the hospital or home due to
surgery, we take them a prayer shawl to let them know that we are
thinking of them.

a

Grief letters: Marti LaRue, Chair
When a family member or someone dear has passed, Grief Books (4) are
sent (at intervals over a year) to help them through their different
stages of grief. These books are written and printed by the Stephen
Ministry Foundation in St. Louis, Missouri. We are grateful to have
access to these books because they are very helpful.
CD Ministry: Marti LaRue, Chair
Copies of recorded CDs are made of each 10:00 a.m. service and of other
special services, if requested (eg., funerals, baptisms, concerts, etc.), and
are sent to “home-bound” parishioners, to those who have missed services,
to confirmands, to the parents of newly baptized, and to those parishioners
who request a copy.
Meal Ministry: Sr. Cassandra Grace, Chair
This ministry provides meals for those who are ill or have just returned
from the hospital. These meals are graciously prepared by our parishioners
and delivered by members of our Pastoral Care Committee.
Funeral Receptions: Mano Fernando/Marci Abbott, Co-Chairs
Have you noticed how smoothly our receptions are run? Well, thanks to
Mano and Marci, and many other hands who help out, we manage to put on
lovely receptions. Hang around after the reception and join in the clean-up.
Many hands make lighter work.
At-Large Members: (helping with meals, transportation and care) All
members of the congregation can be involved.
Accomplishments:
More and more members of the congregation are alerting us to folks who are
hurting, in the hospital or in a care facility. This is wonderful and much needed.
When a call for help goes out, we include the Seekers prayer group, whose
members are more than willing to help with food and visitation, when and where
needed.
Unfortunately, at this time, we are on lock-down due to the Coronavirus, and all
our visiting work is done by phone. We hope to return to normal as soon as we
are permitted.
We encourage parishioners to contact us when they know or hear of someone in
our parish who needs help in any way. Please contact
Sr. Cassandra, at zaclight742@gmail.com, or at 302-331-5688, or call the church
office.
Respectfully submitted,
Sr. Cassandra Norsworthy, Chair

STEPHEN MINISTRY
Stephen Ministers are here to walk with others in a time of need. As a team we
have established caring relationships, ongoing continuing education and many
hours spent one-on-one in less formal conversations. The 50-hour Stephen
Ministry training course was completed in August 2019 which resulted in the
commissioning of 7 new Stephen Ministers. Currently we have 13 active Stephen
Ministers, one inactive and one recently retired. Hal Bruner recently retired after
many years of faithful service to our parish family and for that we are very
grateful. Meetings are held once a month. Stephen Ministers are available to
parishioners, their families and friends. If anyone is interested in having a
Stephen Minister or knows of someone who is having a difficult time and is in
need of a caring relationship, please contact Fr. David or a Stephen Leader.
Respectfully submitted,
Leslie Walker
Stephen Leaders:
Lynda Harris
Sr. Cassandra Norsworthy
Leslie Walker

SEEKERS GROUP
Seekers is a group of women who get together every Wednesday between
6:45 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. We started out several years ago studying prayer, how
to pray and what to pray, and different kinds of prayer. We soon graduated to
reading short books on prayer and spirituality by authors, such as Keating,
Newell, O'Donohue and many others.
We have a few minutes of quiet meditation and music, and begin with a prayer
we wrote ourselves. We spend time discussing one or two chapters of the book
we are reading and how the Spirit speaks to us. We end with a short Compline.
We have grown together spiritually and our faith has increased. We talk about
and help each other in our ministries, and with problems or questions. We are a
spiritual and wonderful group.
We hope others will join us when they can. Come a couple of times and see what
you think. If you wish to join us, please contact me at any time, or just show up
at the above time. We have put Seekers on hold in order to participate in special
programs when and led by Fr. David. We will let you know when we resume our
meetings.
God’s Peace and Joy,
Sr. Cassandra Norsworthy

EARLY RISERS BIBLE STUDY
The Early Risers Bible Study meets at 7:30 a.m. on Thursdays. Why so early? We
get to share fellowship, breakfast, prayer, and study and still get on our way to
work (or, for the retirees, to the rest of our day) by 9:00 a.m. Our meetings begin
with a sharing of what is going on in our lives and our prayer concerns over coffee
and breakfast.
Our study program extends beyond conventional Scripture study. We are also
interested in learning about the cultural influences that shaped the Bible's
Scriptures, their interpretation over the ages within historical and cultural
context. We conclude our meetings by joining hands and saying the Lord’s Prayer
together. We then go on our separate ways to face the world renewed and
refreshed by our fellowship, prayer, and study.
Everyone is welcome, come join us!
Respectfully Submitted,
Greg Taylor

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Formal Sunday School classes take place September – May of the program year
following this schedule:
The first Sunday of each month has been designated generally for children to
participate in the full church experience by singing in the youth choirs, being a
family reader, or being a part of the congregation at the 10:00 a.m. service.
The second Sunday of the month has been used to continue our Godly Play
curriculum program by telling stories of the Bible or sharing information about
Episcopal tradition and sacraments, prayers, and saints all using wooden figures
to guide the stories. Children partake in fellowship with their peers, crafts, and a
child-oriented liturgy until they join their families in church at the “Peace.”
Depending on our participation (currently 2 – 12 children), we are divided into
two groups with a younger group (ages 3 years through Kindergarten) and an
older group (Grades 1-4) as well as older children joining us on a regular basis to
support, help, and participate in what we are working on. These groups are
facilitated by Susan Day and Cathy Lopez-Cooling.
The third Sunday of the month focuses on a chapel/liturgy format. We integrate
music, prayer, church and calendar, along with a Bible story and craft. This group
is led by Nicole Wample.
The fourth Sunday of the month works with children in ways they can contribute
to the community at large. Children have made boxes for church bazaar gift
items, written thank you notes and made cards to give to parishioners and
shut-ins, decorated hope stones and left in the back of the church, planted trees
on the church property, collected trash, made bird feeders and dog treats, made
recyclables into something useful, worked on a banner for outside the chapel,
planted seeds for home or the church grounds, and learned about church
ministries they also can become a part of or contribute to. These activities are led
by Andrea Trabelsi and Jordyn Kramer Rybinski.
Summer Sunday School simply depends on weekly volunteers from the
congregation to facilitate the weekly “class” in the church lounge. During this
time, St. B is able to offer a program for our youngest members and an option for
families visiting to let their children participate with peers in a short program
focusing on fellowship with snacks, activities, crafts, a Christian-based story, and
time for reflection and wondering. Everything is pre-setup with little need for
additional work other than volunteers to facilitate and oversee the children
participating. The weeks vary with 0-12 participants.

Goals: Continue improving on our ministry to children and families with parish
volunteers to help facilitate this program. Through our time away, we would like
to begin to develop ways to continue to share with families even though we are
not together with useful resources parents and families can use to strengthen
their connection to God and our community.
Respectfully submitted,
Cathy Cooling

YOUTH GROUP
St Barnabas Youth Group is a collection of tweens and teens that get together to
have fun, to enjoy each other’s friendship, to explore our faith, and to serve the
body of Christ.
Junior Youth Group is grades 5 – 8; Senior Youth Group is grades 9 – 12. The
schedule varies depending on the activities, so check the St B Sunday bulletin or
website for the latest info. http://www.stbarnabasde.org/ - click on ‘Youth’ or
‘Calendar’ on the home page.
The usual shenanigans have transpired this year:
• played Apples to Apples
• had ice cream sundaes with Fr. David
• made and distributed Super Subs
• hosted Shrove Tuesday Mardi Gras Dinner
• scavenger hunts and hide ‘n seek
• ping pong, dodge ball
• painting Dela-Rocks
• Lots of eating and a host of other fun stuff
AND Jesus stuff:
• planted/watered/harvested YG vegetable garden for donating to
St Stephen’s food pantry
• shopped for canned goods for the Community Church food pantry
• What are you most grateful for today?
• (with Sunday School) planted trees and bushes on St B property to replace
those destroyed by May, 2019 EF0 tornado
• collected hygiene items and stuffed Port of Wilmington Seaman’s Center
ditty boxes
• met with Search Committee to discuss what the YG wants in a new rector
• prayers
• etcetera…
For Workcamp in 2019, we served in Woonsocket, Rhode Island. In 2020, 18 of
us were to serve in Elkview, West Virginia; sadly, Workcamp 2020 has been
canceled due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Thank you all for your continued and
generous support of our Youth Group. God willing, in 2021 we will get back to
serving our brothers and sisters in Christ by painting their homes, and building
steps, porches, and wheelchair ramps.
Join us – and bring a friend! We’ve all got busy, busy schedules; anyone is
welcome at any time – as often or as little as your schedule allows.
For more info, please contact Sandy Witman, St B YG Leader,
slwitman@comcast.net, 302-668-6302.

EVANGELISM/PARISH LIFE
“Our job as a committee is to proclaim by word what our parish is doing by
example.”
Sponsored/hosted events over the past year include:
• Martha’s Farewell reception
• June Potluck Picnic
• Blue Rocks Baseball game
• Welcome Home Party for Work camp volunteers
• September Potluck Picnic
• Fall Brunch
• Welcome table at Bazaar
• Epiphany party and brunch
• Valentine’s Cake at Coffee Café
• March Breakfast
Continuing programs include:
• Advertising in the News Journal (paper and online), Money Mailers, the
Diocesan Net, New Ark Chorale program to promote special services and
events
• Postings on Facebook of church news/events/pictures
• Video bulletin board is updated monthly with events, pictures and humor
• Coffee Café with the help of volunteers each week
• Lemonade on the Lawn during the summer with the help of volunteers
• Welcome bags for first-time visitors
• Purchased reusable grocery bags with the St. Barnabas imprint to sell at
cost to parishioners
We are always looking for inspired ideas to promote St. Barnabas to the
community. Please share them with us and feel free to attend/join our team
meetings. Thank you to the volunteers who have helped us to keep these events
running.
Respectfully submitted,
Carter Bowersox, Hal Bruner, Ruth Bruner, Joanne Figliola, Betsy Flanagan, Libby
Green, Marti LaRue, Maria LaValle

BUILDING & GROUNDS
The Building and Grounds Team is responsible for maintaining the St
Barnabas’property and for providing a safe environment for our parishioners and
tenants (Stepping Stones and the former rectory rental). The church property
includes the building, the former rectory, the parking lot, the lawn, and the
entrance road. Whenever possible, we perform work ourselves, utilizing available
talent within the parish. When appropriate and necessary, we manage the
contracting of the work. Contracted work includes major electrical and plumbing
tasks as well as grass mowing and snow removal. The Church Office coordinates
building needs/activities during the week (Thank You, Beth and the office team!).
Significant tasks (cost exceeding $1000) require authorization from the Vestry.
Our budget for 2019 was $16,096 and we completed the year at $19,647.
Accomplishments during the preceding 12 months included:
• Contracted roof repairs and gutter replacement ($2,525).
• We ran Wi-Fi cable throughout the church.
• Replaced classroom #5 ceiling and installed LED lighting.
• Major storm damage required $6,000 of unbudgeted cleanup.
• Hot water repairs at the rectory.
Volunteers added 111 repair tasks and completed 101.
The B&G Team meets on the first Tuesday of every month to review status of
ongoing tasks and to plan future activity. If you would like to join the team, or
just help on a single project, please contact any member of the team. Your help,
whether it be physical labor, offering advice, or contributing financially, is always
appreciated!
Respectfully submitted,
Dave Walker
The Building & Grounds Committee
Craig Brosi
Terry Flanagan
Lesley Haushalter
Alan Irwin
Dick Leaning
Patrick McDonald
Allan Okuniewski
Steve Steenkamer
Jay Strong
Dave Walker (Chairperson)

MEMORIAL GARDEN
The Memorial Garden was established to provide for the burial, on the grounds of
St. Barnabas, of the cremated remains of parishioners and others who have a
relationship to St. Barnabas. Sites may be reserved prior to death or selected at
time of death by a legal representative of the deceased. Names of the deceased
are displayed on a Memorial Garden plaque inside the church and on a granite
memorial outside in the garden.
The calendar year 2019 was a typical year for Memorial Garden activity; we
experienced four interments. Thru mid-April, there have been three interments in
2020.
Detailed information about the operation of the Memorial Garden, including a
blank copy of the interment agreement, is available at the church office and from
the members of the Memorial Garden Committee. There is no fee for interment in
the Memorial Garden; however, contributions to the Memorial Fund (to offset
expenses) are welcomed.
Respectfully submitted,
Hal Bruner
Memorial Garden Committee
Hal Bruner, co-chair
Craig Brosi, co-chair
Pat McDonald
Allan Okuniewski
Bill Rose

SEARCH COMMITTEE
The Search Committee was commissioned by the vestry and started to meet in
July 2019. Our Diocese provided guidance from Steve Boyden, search consultant
for the Episcopal Church of Delaware. Our first order of business was to develop a
survey to help us assess the direction in which St. Barnabas wishes to head and
to help us determine what the parish feels we are doing well and what the parish
feels are areas that could improve. In August, we contracted with Holy Cow
Consulting to conduct an impartial, data-driven survey that would provide us with
a broad assessment of our strengths and challenges. The survey was conducted
in the fall. Members of the parish were provided the survey link via email and
print copies were also made available to those who requested them. The response
to the survey was very good, with 144 members participating. Holy Cow
Consulting prepared and presented a report to the Search Committee in
November. We also gave a second presentation of the survey results to the vestry
in January to ensure that all concerned parties had access to the information that
we gained from the survey.
Five Focus Groups were held in February to share the survey results with the
congregation and to listen to what members of St. Barnabas had to say about the
survey and to hear what members of the congregation had to say about their
hopes for a new rector. They were well attended and had thoughtful
conversations. The information we gained was very consistent with the survey
results.
Using the information from the survey and the Focus Groups, the Search
Committee developed and launched our Rector Search Tab in mid-March. The
Rector Search Tab, which is on the St. Barnabas website for anyone to review,
presents our congregation to prospective candidates and describes what St.
Barnabas is looking for in a new rector. It provides information on the financial
health of St. Barnabas, outlines our many ministries, and tries to capture the
vitality and spirit of our congregation. It is an honest description of ourselves and
what we are looking for in a new rector. To that end, the rector search tab also
includes information about our strengths, which are many; and our challenges,
which are opportunities for growth and improvement. The main areas that the
survey and focus groups determined are a challenge for us, are the following:
music and worship; attracting new members (and hopefully families);
strengthening our Christian education offerings; and helping us to discern our
gifts and bring focus to our many ministries. We have shared these areas of
challenge with the vestry. Candidates evaluating a new call view a parish that is
addressing outstanding concerns during the interim period in a favorable light,
because it demonstrates the health and energy of the congregation.

Our rector search tab will remain live until mid-May. We continue to meet via
Zoom to address the next steps: evaluating candidates and interviewing. We
remain in contact with the vestry and diocese to ensure that our search
progresses to the best of our abilities during the COVID-19 situation. Safety of
the search committee and candidates is our top priority so we will all remain
flexible during this time as our search proceeds. We are available to anyone who
may have questions for us and continue to monitor our email address:
searchatstb@gmail.com. Feel free to reach out to any of us.
Respectfully submitted,
Beth Engler and John Grim, Co-chairs
Betsy Flanagan, Libby Green, Mary Van House, Bob Jefferson, Jordyn Kramer,
Claudia Rodriquez, Chris Slocomb, Nicholas Sloman, Jay Strong, Leslie Walker,
Committee Members

FAMILY PROMISE

FAMILY PROMISE
We are one of 53 partner congregations supporting Family Promise of New Castle
County, the local branch of a national program. This program addresses a critical
need in our community, and one that is relevant nationally, to shelter a family
together while climbing out of homelessness. Families with children make up 40%
of those experiencing homelessness. There are approximately 2,600 homeless
children in Delaware, making up 45% of our homeless population.
In 2019, Family Promise served 171 families with an 84% positive outcome,
which far exceeds the average 46% rate in Delaware!!!! During our three weeks,
we truly served all 171 families. You see, the network of 53 churches cannot
afford to lose any of us, without a strain on the remaining participants.
Our support includes donations from Outreach Funds, and a dedicated team of
over 20 volunteers who join with Skyline Methodist three separate weeks a year
to feed, transport, and provide overnight shelter for up to four families. Family
Promise continues to expand its capabilities and methods of outreach, due to
their success with:
•
•
•
•
•

Personal touch from the community, which is impactful & inspirational for
the families served.
Daily Case Management from professional staff in support of finding gainful
employment and sustainable housing.
Continued contact with program “graduates” to ensure lasting
independence.
Over 80% of participants find housing within 60 days.
Over 90% remain housed one year post-transition.

The current COVID-19 outbreak is disrupting communities and straining the social
safety net, with the most vulnerable populations losing employment. Continued
support of this program will channel help in a time of acute need.
Respectfully submitted,
Cindy Richards

SCOUTS BSA TROOP 1923

SCOUTS BSA TROOP 1923 FOR GIRLS
Scouts BSA Troop 1923’s first birthday was February 1, 2020, and we were
thankful to celebrate Scout Sunday with the parish on February 9, 2020. On
behalf of the Scouts and their families, we thank you very much for the generous
and enthusiastic support St. Barnabas’ has shown this ministry.
Here’s how we spent our first year of existence:
Growing: We now have 16 active Scouts, 9 trained leaders, a host of involved
parents, and George McDowell as our Chartered Organization Representative from
St. Barnabas. We welcome any girl ages 11–17 who would like to learn more!
Please spread the word!
Camping: We’ve camped 11 of our first 12 months in all kinds of weather,
including at: Hawk Mountain, PA, for teambuilding; Gettysburg for some hiking
and history; Jim Thorpe for whitewater rafting; Akridge Scout Reservation for
cooking skills; Killens Pond for leadership training; the Granogue estate for a
Camporee; Camp Grice for a First Aid-focused weekend; Camp Henson for
shooting sports; and Camp Rodney (3 times) for orienteering, summer camp, and
a winter Klondike Derby! Six troop members have earned their Frostbite Camper
Award (2 for the 2nd time).
Learning: The troop has been meeting weekly over Zoom since the middle of
March and continues to have Scouts advance in rank. Scouts have earned more
than 60 merit badges! The troop is working on the Cooking merit badge together.
We love to build fires and natural shelters, too. Troop 1923 Scouts have hosted
older Cub Scouts interested in continuing on with Scouting at our meetings,
visited area Cub Scout dens at their meetings, and collaborated with other troops
to help teach and learn new skills and methods. The most important things we
learn every week, though, are about ourselves.
Earning: Thank you for supporting our fundraisers, which have helped us
purchase equipment and offset some of our camping expenses. Our biggest
purchases have been the trailer and storage shed for our camping gear and
equipment.
Through a combination of Scout skills and team work, Troop 1923’s two patrols
earned second and third place in their division at January’s Klondike Derby at
Rodney Scout Reservation, which challenged them to work together to complete a
series of tasks and events in the outdoors.

Leading: The troop conducted an Introduction to Leadership Skills for Troops
training in June, which has helped our youth leaders guide one another to 23
advancements in rank. The troop’s Patrol Leader Council (PLC) meets monthly to
plan camping trips and activities, select this summer’s destination for a week of
Scout camp, and learn skills to be more effective leaders.
Serving: It’s been our honor to serve St. Barnabas on Rogation Day, with set-up
for the annual Christmas Bazaar, and by retiring the church’s worn and torn
American flag with dignity. We welcome other ways to support the church and its
ministries the way you support ours.
Succeeding: Scout spirit motivates us to keep on going! Though we may not get
to Scout Camp this summer, the Scouts are full of ideas for other plans that will
allow the Troop to Scout On!
Thank you to St. Barnabas’ for hosting and supporting our troop! To learn more
about this ministry, visit http://Troop1923.com/ or email
pksundevil@gmail.com.
Respectfully submitted,
Catherine & Patrick Kaser
Advancement Chair & Scoutmaster, Troop 1923

OUTREACH

OUTREACH
Outreach Committee Ministries Reports
Emmanuel Dining Room
Currently, the ministry serves a meal on the 15th of every month for 300
participants of downtown Wilmington. The meals are provided to people who
otherwise may not eat all day. Greg Yulduzian has lead this ministry for the last
27 years.
Contact: Stephen Kingsberry
Mill Creek Ministerium Project
This outreach provides families and individuals that are food insecure with a small
bag of groceries once a week. In the past year this outreach has gone from
providing 60 families to between 80-100 families (about 350 individuals) weekly.
The current situation has caused us to see an increase given that our population
has been disproportionately affected by job losses.
Contact: Amy Quillen
School Ministry
Anna P. Mote Elementary School:
Cold Weather Clothing: new hats, mittens, gloves, boots and coats were delivered
to the school in the fall from previous clothing drives.
Contact: Leslie Walker
Highlands Elementary School:
Throughout the school year, grocery cards and bus passes have been purchased
for families to support the students and families.
Contact: Nancy Rybinski
Andrew’s Place
Andrew’s Place in homeless men’s shelter in Wilmington under the direction of
Friendship House. Every third Friday of the month, a hot meal is provided to this
shelter throughout the year. The men are also under State shelter-in-place. The
few who could work, now also have no income.
Contact: Maria Perez Monzon

Family Promise
Cindy reports that Family Promise continues to have a positive success rate in
returning families to independent living. Our current service is 3 times a year and
includes providing and serving an evening meal, drivers and overnight volunteers.
Contact: Cindy Richards
Seamen’s Center
This ministry is supported by Susan and John Martin. They support the Seamen’s
Center by providing them transportation from the port to local shopping areas.
During Christmas, donations of personal items are requested for a gift box/bag.
Susan is requesting volunteers.
Contact: Sue and John Martin
Refugee Ministry
I regret to inform that Maria, Carter, and Catherine and Matthew Kaser had to
cancel our mission trip to Brownsville, Texas. The GoFundMe contributions were
sent to the Brownsville volunteer organization. Disbursement of contributions by
local churches and St. Barnabas’ church members is under consideration.
Contact: Carter Bowersox, Maria Perez Monzon
All of our ministries are undergoing changes due to COVID-19.
Respectfully submitted,
Maria Perez Monzon

NEW ORGAN UPDATE
Even with the COVID-19 issues, Zimmer organ is making progress on our organ
in their shop. We have selected cherry wood for the organ and a natural stain
color. See the attached photos.
The original timing for the organ was August, but with the COVID-19 issues
impact we may see some timing delays. In particular, the Walker Technical
company in PA, who provides all the internal digital music components and pedals
for the organ, is closed due to the virus. So, we should expect that the timing
may slip a bit.
As I get new updates, I will share them. Any questions, please let me know.
Thanks, Brian Engler

APPENDIX A 2019 - 2020
BAPTISMS, CONFIRMATIONS, WEDDINGS & FUNERALS
Baptisms
2019
Gabriel Mulvey
Isabella Mulvey
Robert Noah Walker
Confirmands
2019
----Receptions
2019
–---Reaffirmations
2019
------

Weddings
2019
Corrine Burke Hangacsi & Patrick Stephen Valentine

APPENDIX A 2019 - 2020
BAPTISMS, CONFIRMATIONS, WEDDINGS & FUNERALS
CONTINUED
Funerals
2019
David Collin, Jr.
Mary Beth Rutter
Ceeanne Brutsché Brosi
Marianna A. McGonigal
Robert H. Conly
Sarah Ann Jeffrey
Margaret Slocomb
Mary Lou DiMaio
Raymond F. Lewis, II
Roberta (Bobbie) Merrill

2020
Barbara Frye
Florence Kvalnes

APPENDIX B
2019 Parochial Report
Membership, Attendance, Services and Pledging Information
Baptized members reported in 2019: 330
in 2018: 446
in 2017: 477
in 2016: 462
in 2015: 493
in 2014: 480
in 2013: 467
Average Sat/Sun Attendance in 2019: 124
in 2018: 143
in 2017: 142
in 2016: 151
in 2015: 158
in 2014: 168
in 2013: 161
Number of signed pledge cards in 2019: 123
in 2018: 120
in 2017: 131
in 2016: 131
in 2015: 115
in 2014: 120
in 2013: 139
Dollar amount pledged in
in
in
in
in
in
in

2019:
2018:
2017:
2016:
2015:
2014:
2013:

$270,373
$268,426
$268,745
$275,299
$241,000
$236,916
$263,123

2019-2020 MINISTRY DIRECTORY
These ministries were active at St. Barnabas' during the past program year. The
name listed has been the contact person this year, and you may speak to them
about the ministry. Some of these will be changed next year.
Acolytes - Lesley Haushalter
Altar Guild - Ruth Bruner
Andrew's Place meals - Maria Perez
Bazaar – Pamm Ferris, Libby Green
Building & Grounds Committee – Dave Walker
Bridge Group - Paul Venti
Cards and Flowers for shut-ins - Joan Yulduzian, Sandy Grim
Chancel Choir - Michael Larkin
Cherub Choir – Sandy Witman
Christian Education Committee – Cathy Cooling
Coffee Cafe' – Betsy Flanagan
Communion Assistants - Bud Cooling
Communications – Carter Bowersox, Marti LaRue, Beth Winward
Counters – Brian Engler
Early Riser’s Bible Study - Greg Taylor
Emmanuel Dining Room meals- Greg Yulduzian
Endowment Committee - Bill Rose
Eucharistic Visitors – Sr. Cassandra Norsworthy
Evangelism/Parish Life Team (EPL) – Betsy Flanagan
Finance Committee – Brian Engler
Flower Guild - Stephanie Lord
Funeral Receptions – Mano Fernando, Marci Abbott
Gardener Volunteer - Betsy Flanagan
Greeters - Betsy Flanagan
Ladies' Luncheon - Amy Quillen
Lady Julian Bible Study - Linda Hardy, Libby Green
Lectors – Maria LaValle
Memorial Garden – Craig Brosi, Hal Bruner, Pat McDonald
Men's Luncheon - Greg Yulduzian

Office Volunteers - Beth Winward
Outreach Committee – Maria Perez
Pastoral Care Committee – Sr. Cassandra Norsworthy
Prayer and Praise Chain - Leslie Walker
Renaissance Quire – Michael Larkin
Salvation Army Bell Ringers – Hal Bruner
Seeker’s Prayer Group – Sr. Cassandra Norsworthy
Seraphim Choir – Sandy Witman
Sound Engineers – Denise Jarrell, Nick Sloman
Stephen Ministry - Lynda Harriss, Sr. Cassandra Norsworthy, Leslie Walker
Stitched with Love - Laura Gracie
Sunday School - Cathy Cooling
Summer Sunday School – Cathy Cooling
Treasurers – Greg Taylor, Doug Page, Craig Brosi
Pledging Treasurer - Sharon Warrington, Ruth Bruner
Ushers – Pat McDonald
Vestry Recording Secretary - Debbie McGonigal
Worship Committee – The Rev. Martha Kirkpatrick
Youth Groups -Sandy Witman

